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fGo out quickly into the streets a
the cri , the blin

I do not watch many movies twice. One
that | have seen a few times, however, is
fiFather of the Bride,0 starring Steve Martin.
It is actually a remake of the old movie that
featured Spencer Tracy. The movie has
many hilarious momentsd some of them far
fetched, but others closer to the truth than one
might want to admit. In one scene, they are
going over the guest list. Actually, | found
through my own experience in my daughterds
wedding planning that this process is not so
much about who will be invited as who will be
cut. | suspect many families have approached
this task with greater turmoil than a baseball
manager faces in making the ynal cuts to get
his team to a 25-man roster.

Just the opposite is true with God. He
holds nothing back when it comes to inviting
people to the His Sonds wedding feast. In fact,
when one looks at the record of Scripture,

He appears almost reckless in his love and
openness to those He invites. Look at the
parables and you will ynd a shepherd who is
willing to leave the entire pock for the one
lost sheep. In another parable, the father is
comingd no runningd down the road toward
the humiliated son returning home. He does
not seem to care that his actions will make
himself the object of shame. His son is
returning home! (Luke 15).

In the parable of the wedding banquet,
rejected by many who are too busy, too
indifferent or too self-centered to come to
his sonbs banquet, the King invitesd even
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compelsd the poor, the crippled, the blind and
the lame to come to his banquet. He holds
nothing back. He is not looking who to cut,
but rather who can be added to the list. What
an amazing picture these parables offer us!

I agree with Philip Yancey who wrote,
fi. . . Jesus did not give the parables to teach
us how to live. He gave them, | believe, to
correct our notions about who God is and who
God loveso (p. 53). The danger | ynd is that
we become so familiar with these parables that
we lose the sense of just how raw and almost
reckless is the love of God. God is intent on
one thingd He wants His house full.

fiThen the master told his servant, 6Go
out to the roads and country lanes and
make them come in, so that my house will
be fulld (Luke 14:23).

Nothing will deter Him. No excuses, no
matter how lame or personal against Him,
will discourage Him. There will be those
who will be too preoccupied with things: fil
have just bought a yeld, and | must go and
see it. Please excuse meo (vs. 18). This is
just an excuse. Would you not check out the
land before buying it? Others will be too busy
making a living to have time for Him: fil have
just bought yve yoke of oxen, and 16m on my
way to try them out. Please excuse me0 (Vvs.
19). Still others will allow relationships to
stand in the way of following the will of God:
fil just got married, so | cani comeo (vs. 20).
Again, this is a pretty lame excuse. Weddings
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went on for days and would have involved the
entire village. This banquet would not have
been scheduled to conpict with such an event.
The man is really saying, fil am busy; | cannot
come to your banquet.0

I am reminded of a story that appeared
in the Boston Globe in June of 1990. Itis
a modern day version of this strange and
amazing wedding banquet:

fAAccompanied by her yanc®, a woman
went to the Hyatt Hotel in downtown
Boston and ordered the meal. The two
of them poured over the menu, made
selections of china and silver, and pointed
to pictures of the power arrangements
they liked. They both had expensive taste,
and the bill came to thirteen thousand
dollars. [Keep in mindd this is 1990.]
After leaving a check for half that amount
as down payment, the couple went
home to pip through books of wedding
announcements.

fiThe day the announcements were
supposed to hit the mailbox, the potential
groom got cold feet. 016m just not sure,b
he said. 6ltés a big commitment. Lets
think about this a little longer.6 When
his angry yanc@e returned to the Hyatt to
cancel the banquet, the Events Manager
could not have been more understanding.
6The same thing happened to me, honey,6
she said, and told the story of her own
broken engagement. But about the refund,
she had bad news. 6The contract is
binding. Youodre only entitled to thirteen
hundred dollars back. You have two
options: to forfeit the rest of the down
payment, or go ahead with the banquet.
10m sorry. Really, | am.o

filt seemed crazy, but the more the
jilted bride thought about it, the more
she liked the idea of going ahead with
the partyd not a wedding banquet, mind
you, but a big blowout. Ten years before,
this same woman had been living in a
homeless shelter. She had got back on

138

her feet, found a good job, and set aside a
sizeable nest egg. Now she had the wild
notion of using her savings to treat the
down-and-outs of Boston to a night on
the town. And so it was that in June of
1990 the Hyatt hotel in downtown Boston
hosted a party such as it had never seen
before. The hostess changed the menu

to boneless chickend 6in honor of the
groom,6 she saidd and sent invitations to
rescue missions and homeless shelters.
That warm summer night, people who
were used to peeling half-gnawed pizza
off the cardboard dined instead on chicken
cordon bleu. Hyatt waiters in tuxedos
served hors déoeuvres to senior citizens
propped up by crutches and aluminum
walkers. Bag ladies, vagrants, and addicts
took one night off from the hard life on
the sidewalks outside and instead sipped
champagne, ate chocolate wedding cake,
and danced to big-band melodies late into
the nighto (Yancey, pp. 48-49).

No matter how offensive or lame the
excuse, God will not be discouraged. | wish
that | could say the same for me. | struggle
with this at times. When | reach out to people
and witness to them, it is one excuse after
another. If it isnft their lives being too busy
with the kids, then it is that the church is
not friendly enough. Or, that work is just so
demanding that it leaves no time. It leaves me
with the feeling sometimes of, iWhy bother?0
| become hesitant to approach someone else
out of fear or resentment of the next excuse.

In those moments, one thought propels me
forward: AGo quicklyo (Luke 14:21). This
is more than a thought. It is His command
and our calling. Jesus calls us to go quickly
and invite people to His banquet. This is not
a calling for the ordained only. Each of us
has been called through our Baptism into this
priesthood.

fBut you are a chosen people, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare
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the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful lightd
(1 Peter 2:9).

In those moments when | get discouraged
by the barrage of excuses, it is this sense of
calling that keeps me going out into the streets,
inviting people into the banquet. Jesuso call to
AiGo quicklyd reminds me that irregardless of
how people respond to me or even what they
may think of me, my life is accountable to one
person and the call He has laid on my heart.

In his book, AThe Call,0 Os Guinness has
helpful words in this regard:

AONly madmen, geniuses, and
supreme egotists do things purely for
themselves. It is easy to buck a crowd,
not too hard to march to a different
drummer. But it is truly difycultd perhaps
impossibled to march only to your own
drumbeat. Most of us, whether we are
aware of it or not, do things with an eye
to the approval of some audience or other.
The question is not whether we have an
audience but which audience we have.
This observation underscores another vital
feature of the truth of calling: A life lived
listening to the decisive call of God is a
life lived before one audience that trumps
all othersd the Audience of One.

filn Genesis, Abrahamés call is to
live a life of trust in God as he journeys
before God. Usually God calls Abraham,
but at one point he appears and says, fil
am God Almighty; walk before me and be
blameless.0 Behind the voice of God is
the eye of God, and behind the eye, the
face, and behind the face the heart. To
follow the call of God is therefore to live
before the heart of God. It is to live life
coram deo (before the heart of God) and
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thus to shift our awareness of audiences to
the point where only the last and highestd
Godd countso (p. 73).

Keeping this in focus frees me. Free
from wondering what people think of
me. Free from worrying how people
will respond because, ultimately, it is the
Lord they are responding to when we live
before the heart of God as Abraham did.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who understood
something about standing strong and not
backing down, said:

fiwho stands fast, only the man
whose ynal standard is not his reason, his
principles, his conscience, his freedom,
or his virtue, but who is ready to sacriyce
all this when he is called to obedient and
responsible action in faith and in exclusive
allegiance to Godd the responsible
man, who tries to make his whole life an
answer to the question and call of God?0
(Guinness, p.94).

When we are living before God and
certain as to where we stand with Him, we
are freed to demonstrate that same kind of
reckless love we experience and see in Jesus.
| suspect that if one listened closely, there
could be heard the applause of Oned the
applause of nail-pierced hands.

Prayer: Father, thank you for inviting me. |
do not deserve your invitation, but you have
extended it to me because this is the nature of
your love. Yet there is still room, isn6t there?
Who is it that you want me to go and invite as
well? No matter the excuse, help me not to
become discouraged, for there is too much at
stake. In Jesusd name | ask this. Amen.
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Challenge: Who is one person that you know who has not yet responded to Christés invitation?
Pray for them throughout this day that God would stir their heart and make them receptive to
coming to the banquet.

Scripture Reading: Luke 14

From the Book of Concord: filn all these sayings Peter represents the whole company of
apostles, as is apparent from the text itself. For Christ did not question Peter only but asked,
0Who do you (plural) say that | am?6 [Matt. 16:15]. What is said here in the singulard ol will
give you the keysb and 0Whatever you bind . . .00 is said elsewhere in the plural: Whatever
you (plural) bind . . .0 [Matt. 18:18] and, in John [20:23], 6if you (plural) forgive the sins of any
.. .0 These words show that the keys were entrusted equally to all the apostles and that all the
apostles were commissioned in like manner. Moreover, it must be acknowledged that the keys
do not belong to one particular person but to the church, as many clear and irrefutable arguments
show. For having spoken of the keys in Matthew 18[:18], Christ goes on to say: 6Wherever two
or three agree on earth . . .0 [Matt. 18:197120]. Thus, he grants the power of the keys principally
and without mediation to the church, and for the same reason the church has primary possession
of the right to call ministers. One must, then, see Peter as representing the whole company of
apostles in these sayings, which consequently do not attribute to him any special prerogative,
preeminence, or lordshipo (Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope, p. 334.23-24).
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given to me. Therefor
name of the Father and
everything I h

How many commands do you read in the
following Bible verse?

ATherefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded youo
(Matthew 28:19).

One? Two? Three? Four?

The common belief is that Jesus gave us
four commands: Go. Make. Baptize. Teach.
In reality, there is only one command. In the
original language, only one is written in what
is called the imperative: imake disciples.o

The word AGoo certainly sounds like
a command doesnét it? It is, however, a
participle in form. Now, please understand
that when it comes to grammar, participles
sound more like vegetables to me. | suspect
that | was thinking of other things during the
days of ninth-grade English and Grammar.
Participles and prepositions didn6t quite match
up to the important things, like baseball.
However, it is important for the sake of
understanding our mission that we understand
participles in this case. Jesus is saying, in
effect, iAs you go. . .0 or iGoing along the
way. . .0 or fiHaving gone. .. .0 In other
words, He is assuming that the disciples will
not sit still, waiting for the world to come
to them. He assumes that they will be on
the move. In essence, He is saying to them,
fiWwherever you are, make disciples!o
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Going

in heaven and earth has been
I nations, baptizing them in the
pirit, and teaching them to obey

To understand the word iGo0 as a
participle is to understand the strategy of
Christ for our mission. Christ does not
establish His Church on a fibuild it and they
will comed mindset, but rather, AAs you are
going along the way, make disciples.0 Let it
become a natural part of your everyday life.

Actually, when you review history, it
has been the Divine strategy long before the
birth of Christ. In the sixth century before
Christ, the Southern Kingdom, Judah, which
had lasted about 200 years longer than the
Northern Kingdom, was captured and brought
into exile, far from their homeland. From
that time forward, the Old Testament people
of God (the nation of Israel) were scattered
throughout the world. Wherever they went,
they carried their faith with them. Their faith
was quite different from the other religions
of the world. It was a belief in one Godd a
God who had provided His people with clear
teachings of His mercy and grace. It was
a teaching that called them to high moral
standards that were unusual for those living
beneath Roman inpuence. Most of all,
wherever the people of Israel went, they went
with the expectation that God would send
His Messiah, a King. As much as the Jews
longed to be back home, being dispersed
helped to prepare the world for the coming of
Bethlehemds Child.

One can see the impact of this years,
even centuries, later when magi travel a great
distance to come and worship the promised
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king. Where did they hear of this in the yrst
place? The Word had spread throughout
the continent because of the figoingo of the
dispersed Jews.

This is one of the keys to an effective
church. The mistake is often made in
measuring the effectiveness of a church by
Sunday morningbs attendance or the size and
creativity of its programs or ministries. Others
will measure the effectiveness by the size of
its building. The Word, however, measures
maximum impact and effectiveness by a
different standard. What Jesus holds up in His
teachings is our ability to be salt and light.

fiYou are the salt of the earth . . . you
are the light of the world. A city on a hill
cannot be hiddeno (Matthew 5:13-14).

What do salt and light have in common?
They both must penetrate something or
lose themselves in something in order to be
effective. They both must go out from their
source in order to be effective. The salt
must go into the food and the light must go
into the darkness. So it is with missional
churches. They are measured by the sum
total of individual believers who penetrate the
community by means of their figoingso to and
from.

This is the assumption behind the Great
Commission from Matthew 29:196 0Go [or as
you go along your way] . . . make disciples.0
Imagine the impact potential for any
congregation. The worship concludes and the
members figo along their wayo back to school
or work or into their neighborhoods. This is
the Church fion the goo in the mission sense.

Have you ever seen a sign that greets
members who are leaving the church or the
property that says, fiYou are now entering
the mission yeld!6? This is the attitude of a
missional church. The making of disciples
occurs as people are figoing along the way.o

There is something signiycant about this
charge that Jesus gives His disciples in light
of what He said earlier in Matthew 10:5-6.
He sends the Twelve out with the following
instructions:
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fiDo not go among the Gentiles or
enter any town of the Samaritans. Go
rather to the lost sheep of Israel. Asyou
go, preach this message: The Kingdom of
Heaven is neard (Matthew 10:5-7).

You see, there it is again. fiAs you go. .
..0 Itis this strategy that says be natural; be
intentional. As you go, along the way, preach
the message. What makes this different,
however, is the limitation, iDo not go among
the Gentiles. . . .0 Jesus had a very speciyc
objective. Go to Israel yrst. Later it will be
expanded. Jesus was a master at laying the
groundwork. He understood the importance
of keeping it focused and narrow. Then when
the objective is established, widen the scope.
He did the same thing with the training of His
disciples. He spent three years with them in
an intensive leadership and discipling track.
When He ascended, the group was small but
the base was solid and deep. The Church
exploded with growth when the Spirit came
upon them on the Day of Pentecost.

In Matthew 28, on his Ascension Day, He
expanded the commission:

fTherefore, go and make disciples of
all nations.o

No restrictions. No limitations. Go into
all the world. What a radical thought for those
who heard it. Go into all the world and make
disciples of them. The strategy is simple. Be
intentional and be natural. As you are going
along the way. The vision is huge:

fiMake disciples of all nations.o

This commission and vision shape and
focus our purpose in ministry at St. Luke. Our
purpose is expressed in our mission statement:
fiMaking and Maturing Disciples to Minister.0
In this six-word statement, fidiscipleso is the
focus; it is the object of the sentence. It is
around this that our ministry is directed. In
everything we do, we are either seeking to
make disciples, assisting them in maturing to
the full stature of Christ, or leading them to
minister according to the way in which God
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